- 
* 


p: „ Yo my x 


7. 


= 


en. RR. a — 
q = 


To the Reader, 


Hereas foveral who Keard, and o- 
2 of che Q Fg) and Laity, 
ho 4 ead this Bi e, believe that 
it anſwers the Deſign of the Text, as ap- 
plied to King William, and that it deſerves. 
to make © ce; J. am 
ſurpriſed | lack Rabe gh ch I Sbuld 
not otherwiſe have entertained, that the 
haſty Product of a very few Hours, eſpe- 
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u Sermon preached upon 
tives, in relieving thoſe that were oppreſſed, in re- 
ſtoring Religion and Liberty to thoſe who ſadly _ 
found the want of em, and in endeavouring to pre- 
ſerve the ſame to them and their Poſterity. 

When by Wearing and Uſe he had at length an- 
pointed the Thorns of his Crown; when by often 
ſitting on it, he had ſmoothed the ruggedneſs of 
his Throne, and by oſten treading in it had made 
the way of this Government plain, to a Perſon who 
by her Sex was more tender than himſelf : In a 
word, when he had done what Mortal could well 
do, when he ſeemed to have diſcharged his Com- 
miſſion, to have ripened thoſe Effects for which: 
Providence appointed him, and finiſhed the Work 
for which he was ſent; then was he ſtraightway - 
ſummoned to the other World, and then did his. 
Lamp, not by Force, but of its own accord expire ; 
then did he put off his wearied Body, reſigned up 
= Duſt, died in the Lord, and fo reſted from his La- 

Our. „ >. > | A $ K IE £5 

In handling my Text with reſpe& to this Oc- 

caſion, I think I need not rack my Invention for 
Senſe or Expreſſion, nor be forced to act the part of 
a mere Haranguer or Declaimer, but of an Herald 

or Meſſenger of Truth. And ſhould I not do this. 
1 ſhould be wanting, not only in tender-heartedneſs 
to my departed Sovereign, but alſo in Duty to my 
Almighty God, who has expreſſed it as a Truth, or 
rather urg'd it to us by way of Precept, that the 

Memory ef the Juft , or as tis in the Original, 
Mull be bleſſed; that is in |, the Good and Ver- 


tueus, for fo the Term Juſt ſignifies in Scripture, 
hall be 'remembred, as the Septuagint render it, 
1 ROM | ET b. 


ed the Character of Juft, that is, of Good and 
Vertuous, and in that how far he challenges the 
Conſequence of it, that his Memory ſbonld be bleſſol 
and praiſed, - e UI $9 0 | 


the Death of R. William III. 
ail tyrouiov, with Praiſe and Reſpect; and ſhall 
claim a juſt Title to Eſteem and Veneration : 80 
that they will in ſome Senſe live on Earth, even 


after Death, by _ 
membrance, Nor is this in any wiſe to rob God 


Almighty of his due Glory, but is rather to honour 


him in the Works of his Hands; for tho our Praiſe 
be indeed immediately directed to the Creature, yet 
does it laſtly terminate in the Creator, and ſo at once 
carries on that great Deſign of the Univerſe, which 
is the Glory of its Author. And thus while we ſhew 
our Eſteem and Approbation of thoſe that have 
been good, we do in the Iſſue glorify him from 
whom all Goodneſs flows; this, beſides the poſitive 
Injunction of God, is ſo juſt a Tribute to the Ver- 
tuous, that nothing leſs can be expected from thoſe 
who ſurvive em. In order to carry on which end, 
it has ever been cuſtomary, not only among Chriſtians, 


but alſo among Jews and Hleathens, to have ſome 


ſolemn Rites performed, and ſet Orations had, upon 
the Deceaſe, and in the Honour of all deſerving 
1 8 ling theim 
Having t | applying the Im. 
port of = Text to particular Exam — methinks 
I need make no Apology for handling it with a 
ſpecial regard to the preſent Occaſion. - Buthowever, 
to juſtify yet further my Proceeding on this account, 
I ſhall in the firſt place remind you of what you 
cannot but know, how much King Miſiam deſerv- 
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1 Sermon preached upon 


2. Having ſhewn agreeably to the Text, what 


we ought to do with reference to him, in view of 


his Death; I ſhall in the ſame View ſhew what we 
_ ought to do with reference to our ſelves, what Uſes 


we ought to make of it in ſeveral reſpects: and laſt 


of all, that we ſhould let this Inſtance of Mortality 
ſo influence our Practice, as to make us prepare for 


our own Departure, to live well that we may die 


well, and ſo our Memory alſo may deſerve to be 
bleſſed. 


1ſt. Then J proceed to remind you, how much 
our late King deſerved the Character of Juſt, that 
is, of Good and Vertuous; and in that how far he 
challenges the Conſequence of it, that his Memory 
ought to be bleſſed. and praiſed, But ſhall I pre- 
ſume to venture on a Theme that is worthy of the 
Tongues and Pens, not only of Men, but Angels, 
and which could never deſcribe it as it deſer ves? 
Shall I dare to meddle with the Character of an 
Hero, whom the great Homer, if he were now liv- 


ing, could not enough celebrate, and whom for me 


to praiſe would: be only to diſpraiſe him, becauſe 
I can never ſpeak of him what I ought, or as 
I ought? But on the other hand, to fay nothing of 
him, would be, as I have hinted, unjuſt and inde» 
'- Wherefore not vainly to hold a Candle to the 


- Sun, nor ſtrive. to increaſe his Brightneſs who 


ſhines of himſelf with fo radiant a Luſtre, and the 


* whoſe Merit cannot but be leſſened by 
tieſt Expreſſion, I thall not here attem 
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wed... 
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of him as becomes the Pulpit, with fome particular 


Regards to his: Goodneſs and Vertue : In which 
reſpect likewiſe I ſhall. not pretend to finiſh all the 
Numbers of his Praiſe; but out of the abundance” 


of his Merits this way, I ſhall only pick out and 
plainly mention, tho not commend, ſuch of them 


(unleſs the bare naming of them be a Commenda- 
tion) as my Duty will not ſuffer me to ſtifle or omit. 
What I ſhall thus fay of him, I cannot but expreſs 
with all poſſible Marks of Eſteem and Veneration ; 
and what I dare not, what I cannot ſay, PII cover 
with a Veil, and ſtill leave enough of his excellent 
Endowments, not only to imploy the Tongues, 
and to ſwell the Annals of the preſent Age; but 
alfo to. cauſe the Wonder, if not the Disbelief, of 
future Generations. — 

Now to this purpoſe, what can I more fitly and 
more truly ſay of him, than that he was obſer- 
vant of this threefold Duty of a Man and a Chriſ- 
tian; that he was Pious and Devout towards God, 
was Juſt and Kind to other Men, was Moderate 
Sober as to himſelf? — 

1. I ſay, that he was pious and devout towards 
God. I am not unſenſible that the Ignorant or the 
Envious may here prejudge me to maintain a Para- 
dox, to aſſert ſuch a Maxim, as either they did 
not know, or were unwilling to believe. For what 
has been more commonly reported by ſome, than 
that the King was indeed a Worldly Politician, 
but that he had no Piety ; that in matter of Con- 
ſcience he was a mere Libertine, and had at the 
bottom ao Religion at all? Now not to men- 
tion that I could open the rea! grounds of this 
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| ſcandalous Report, I was particularly inquiſitive 


concerning his Conduct this way: and upon due 
Enquiry, I ſpeak it as a Perſon that ſcorn to ſay 
any thing, even of Princes or the greateſt Patro 
thro Intereſt or Bigotry, that I verily believe the 
Reverſe of what I have often heard to be moſt 
true, that thoſe very Perſons who commonly faid, 
that he had no Religion, had none themſelves ; 
but were only ſtiff Adherents to a Party or a 
Faction, and branded all thoſe with the o- 
dious Name of Libertines, who were only fo 
free as to think or to act in a different way from 
them. | 3H 
But what will not unbounded Malice do ? Whe- 
ther with or without ground, it will burſt. forth 
and vent it ſelf ſome way or other. Accordingly 
in this caſe no wonder, if having no Truth, 44 
only Falſhood on its ſide, it laid the Scene of its 
Reproaches and Slanders at a diſtance off, not fo 
much in or about the City as in remote Countries : 
And thus did they ſometimes paſs for current Truths 
among thoſe, who, as being utter Strangers to the 
King or his Court, could not directly contradict 
dem; whereas if they had but approached nearer 
to him, they would firaightway have found, that 
tho the wicked had forged 4 Lie againſt him, yet 
he reſolved with pious David, to ſerve the Lord 
with his whole Heart; that he was intent 
the publick Worſhip of him, and this according 
to the Forms of out Liturgy, altho he had not 


been always uſed to em: yet in this Performance 
have I ſeen him as devout as the graveſt Prelate 
aſſembled with him, and was pleaſed my ſelf, with 


others 


the Death of X William TIT. 

others there preſent, to fee and learn Devoutneſs 
from a King. If through the Infirmities of Temper 
or the Hurrys of State, which for him to attend to 
was ſtill to ſerve God: If by theſe, I ſay, he was 
ſometimes hindred from pablic Prayer, yet then, 

as I am aſſured, was he highly careful ro compenſate. 
the Neglect of that Office in private: I ſay, in pri- 
vate, which ſhewed his inward. Principle to be 
real and ſincere; foraſmuch as then he had none hut 
God for his Judge and Spectator, and could depend 


on none but him, who ſees in ſecret, to reward him Mat. 6. 6. 


4õ 75 Thus did he act, not by himſelf, but God, 
il earneſtly imploring his Bleſſing and Aſſiſt- 
ance; and, even while he was fighting with one 
Hand, holding up the other for the Influence of Hea- 


ven. 


Heart was, turn'd it to his own moſt excellent Pur- 
poſes ; ſo as that He, whom we ſometimes obeyed; 
conſtantly obeyed; and drove at thoſe ends which 
the King of Kings drives at; that is, at promoting 
the Happineſs of Men, and the general Good of the 
Univerſe. No wonder then, if having Omnipo- 
tence to aid and aſſiſt him, he often brought: about 
thoſe ſtupendious Events, which to the preſent 
Age appeared as Miracles, and which Poſterity will: 
hardly credit. In ſhort, to ſhew that God was. with» 
him, nothing was hard or inſuperable to him, but 
only Death ; he ſtruggled with Serpents, a—_—_ 
cruſh'd and overcame *em-in his. Cradle; nay and: 
from thence, even to his Departure, he ſtil] con-- 
tended with, and ſurmounted more Difficulties: 


and Dangers, than perhaps any Prince * 
£ W 
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Accordingly the Lord, in whoſe Hand the Ring's Prov. 13 
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5 A Sermon preached bn 
; How then can we other wiſe imagine, but that 
þ the good Ends for which he aQted, and which 
vf me.” Were thus marvellous in our Eyes, were the doings 
ll 23- of the Lord? And why? Becauſe the Ring put his 


-_ 


5 37. 31. Traſt in the Lord, and in the Mercy of the moſt High, 


"1 he did not miſcarry; the Law of God was in his 
[6 Heart, and therefore his Goings did not ſlid le. 
5, Now He who in the firſt place thus feared, and 


was in the Iſſue thus favoured by God, mult alſo 
be ſuppoſed to be uniform in his Duty, and ob- 
+ - + ſervant of all the Divine Commands, and among 
. others, of thoſe which regard his Neighbour. 
And that he was ſo, will, 20. appear, in that he 
ſtrictly kept the Law of Righteouſneſs, and was 
juſt and kind to other Men. To go no further 
j back, this he abundantly ſhewed, in aſſerting our 
Rights, and did not in the leaſt demonſtrate. the 
. contrary, as ſome may — in his firſt Acceſſion: | 
to theſe Kingdoms: for he did. not then take and 
uſurp, but rather ſound and accepted that Crown. 
which was untimely fallen from the Head of ano- 
ther, . thro a breach of thoſe Terms, which had 
placed it on; and then for.,other, weighty Reaſons 
was by the Nationeſteemed his Due. 
In the Sequel of his Government, ſo far was he 
from invading any ones Property, that he was moſt 
liberal in giving of his own; he conſtantly ſacri- 
ficed his own Quiet for the common Safety, fre- 
| quently,,hazarded, and probably;\ſhortned his own 
| Life by the Fatigues he under went in the Protec, 
| tion, of ours; and expended, as I am credibly in- 
| © formed; not. ittle, of bis own. private Stock, 
| tor, the general Goo of the Publick. 12 Thus did 
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the Death of R. William III. 5 
he not only render to all their due, but often gave 
to ſome yet more than was their due, Wherein if 
through deceitful Importunities or cozening Soli- 
citations, he ſometimes chanc'd to be impoſed on, 

ſo as that his Kindneſs exceeded his Prudence ; 

and he conferred on private Perſons what in point 

of Convenience, if not of Juſtice, belonged much 

rather to the Publick ; yet no ſooner was he cer 

tified of this, where Inſtances of this Nature 

had been exorbitant, but he, though a Soveraien, 
quietly ſubmitted to the Determination of his 
Subjects, retracted what he had before unwit- 

tingly done, and deſired better Counſel. for the fu --- 
ture. . {bs n ce 


If again, as all muſt grant, and ſome may judge, | 
he even erred in point of Kzndreſs, in that he was 
too favourable to thoſe, whoare not of our Church- 
Communion.; if in any permiſſive, I canhot ſay 
any poſitive Inſtance he ever was ſo, it was becauſe 
he thought that they increaſed the Number of his 
Friends; or that he, as a Governor, had nothing 

to do with the Conſciences of thoſe, who did not 
diſturb or interfere with his Government. On 
the other hand, if he was at any time backwar 

and cold in his Favours to ſome Members of ou; 
Church, it was either becauſe their Ambition ex- 
ceeded their Deſert, or becauſe he thought em 
either uſeleſs or improper, for the Ends they aithed, © _ 
at; or elſe becauſe they themſelves had taught 
him to ſuſpe& them, as having without ground 
ſuſpected him firſt, So that if he ever was a ſeem- 


ing Enemy to ſome; ; was their unreaſonable 
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10 A Sermon preached: upon 
Enmity to him that made him ſo; albeit he 
never directly aſſaulted, but only raiſed his Batte- 
s, and ſo ſecured himſelf againſt em, while in 
the main he never meditated Retaliation even 
abroad, much leſs at home, upon any other Foes, . 
but Pride, Injuſtice. and Uſurpation. In ſhort, 
by his Mildneſs and Forbearance he melted and won 
over many, who by long Obſervation perceived: 
his diſintereſted Aims, and that he deſired not theirs, . 
but only wiſhed their Happineſs; that to ſhew his 
ready compliance, and to become all things to all 
Men, he ruled as a Subject, and almoſt reſigned 
N the Scepter to the hands of his Inferiors : In which 
+, Ecd.4.18. Senſe his Wiſdom and Moderation were. better than 
For. 16. the Weapons of War: And by. Righteouſneſs did he 
1% eſtabliſh his Throne. Again, whatever ſome may 
think, ſpeaking: of his Juſtice and Kindneſs, I 
might here out of many, ſingle. out this Inſtance 
| ef his. Conjugal Affection to our late Queen; that 
herein he ſhewed himſelf the beſt of Husbands, . 
by transforming himſelf, as it were, into her, and 
making one Soul to inſpire them both: Nay 
here I might: mention that he loved her, even 
1 better than himſelf, inaſmuch as when ſhe was 
i wreſted from him, he could very hardly ſtay be- 
it hind, and by ſwooning away at her Death, be- 
q trayed his Deſire to. follow her; and fo at once 
4 exprelſed his Sadneſs and his Love. He, who 
cen in a cool Temper, upon his laſt Bed, much 
F less in the Hurry and Heats: of War, never 
| dreaded the Froſpect of his-own Death. But I 
| muſt remember the Bounds of this Diſcourſe, 
| and haſten to what I next propoſed to ſpeak of; 


hs 


the Death of R. William III. ne” 
namely, That our late King was not only Juſt 
and Kind, as to his Government of others, and 
his Conduct towards thoſe he was concerned 
with, but alſo was regular and exact as to the Go- 
vernment of Himſelf, and the Moderation of his 


own Affections. 


I do not find that he had any other Paſſion, bur 
Zeal for the Publick, and a Deſire to maintain the 
Proteſtant Religion: Greater he was in the ruling - 
of Himſelf than of Kingdoms and People , Great 

he was in Adverlity 'by Shs Courage, in Proſpe- 
rity by his Modell, in Difficulties 'by his Pru- 
dence, in Dangers by his Valour, 210 in Re- 
ligion by his Play. And amidſt all his Grandeur 
he had one other Method of becoming yet great- 
er, in that, as we know, he would often ftoop 
down, and make himſelf as little as the leaft of 
his Subjects. In ſhort, what a Noble Model 
does he remain of Confidence without Preſum 
tion, of Fear without Infirmity, of Defire wit 
out Ambition, of Reſentment without Hatred, 
of Love without Artifice, of Conftancy without 
Affectation, and that as well at the point of rw 
as in his Life? For to demonſtrate that he ke 
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Innoceney, and took heed to do the thing that was Right, vr 3, 3 
1 enjqyed great Peace at the loſt, With what an | 
en, undaunted Temper did he bid the Standers I 


by 2 Farewel and laid down all is 1 7 
0 Conquerors in t Revelation, at t Rev. 4- 
the Throne of Chriſt jeſus : . 
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On this Head I alſo add, that I could never 
be aſſured, that he was ever addicted to any Ex- 
ceſs by way of Intemperance, or, as ſome have 
too boldly given out, by the way of Laſciviouſ- 
neſs. This, alas, may ſerve as an Amuſement, 
rather to thoſe Kings, who diſſolve themſelves. 
in Luxury and. Eaſe, and who ſometimes. abuſe 
the Bleſſings of Peace to far worſe Purpoſes, than 
could have enſued from the Troubles of War.. 
But how ſhould he be given to Effeminacy or 
Softneſs, who beſides the Abhorrence he always 
expreſſed of it, was conſtantly hurried with the 
Tumults of State, and the Contradictions of Peo- 
ple? Nay very hardly could he ever come to the 
enjoyment of Peace and Repoſe, but ſtraightway 
it vaniſhed and cheated his Deſire, Upon the 
whole then it muſt be concluded, that, our King 

Tir. 2. 12- gade Diligence to live ,Goaly, ' Righteoufſly and So- 
erly in this preſent World, and ſo, as a Man and 

| 2Pera1.20,a Chriſtian, fo make: his Calling and Election ſure. 

I ſay, not only.as a Man, but a Chriſtian: for 

had he not raiſed himſelf above mere Human 

Vertues, I might then have rang'd him with the 

Scipio's and the, Fabius's; but he as far exceeded 

f thoſe Lovers of Glory, and their Country, as the 

4 Light of the - Goſpel exceeds that of Nature; 
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5 while he had reſpect to a far greater Recompence of 
if Reward, and was chiefly ſolicitous to have his 
N Name written, not in our periſhing Hiſtories, 
dut in the Book of Life. Wherefore he having 
| thus lived, and having thus died, I leave you 
Alto judg, how far he merited the Title of Juf, 

| (} of 


þ : 


the Death of K. William III. | 
of Good and Vertuous, and how much his Memory 
deſerves to be bleſſed. | hy | 


Indeed I would not ſeem to repreſent. him or 
any Son of Adam, as a Model of Perfection, but 
only as a Pattern of a willing Mind; and add, 
that what particular Exceptions may be made a- 
gainſt his Character, were either to be imputed 
to the Frailties of Nature in general, or to his 
particular Infirmities; either to the Difficulty of 
Junctures, or the — of Buſineſs. For do 
but conſider that among ſuch a great Diverſity 
of Humours and Intereſts, which it was his Buſt-- 
neſs to unite all together, he was but one ſingle, 
tho a. very great Man; that he could not ſee: 
all, could not do all by himſelf; that therefore 
he might ſometimes indeed err, and might ſome- 
times be thought to err, when albeit it was 
the Fault of ill Inſtruments, and not of him that 
was forced to uſe them, as not being able a- 
mong ſuch Variety. to diſcern and chooſe: the: 
Good from the Bad. Theſe and ſome other plain 
Allowances being inade, it muſt needs be owned, 
that, in imitation of Him by whom Kings reign,, 
he ſet no other Bounds to his Love of the Com- 
munity, than what God ſet to his Power ; that: 
accordingly he has done us unſpeakable Good, 
and never deſgnediy did us any Hurt; and what-- 
ever hurt may. have happened through Neceſſity 
or Accident, not through his Choice or: Defign, . 
will not bear the leaſt proportion to the Bene- 
fits he wrought, If any Man be fo ignorant as 
not. to know, or ſo envious: or ungrateful! as 
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not to own this; To name no more, I once 
for all deſire him to recollect the time, when 
God ſet Bounds to the Oppreſſion of the People, 
and to the Affliction of his Church, when by 


one ſudden Stroke he ſtopt the Progreſs of that 
© Power which threatned all the World; when 
© the Allwiſe Governor of the Univerſe, who diſpo- 


| «© ſes ſecond Cauſes according to his Pleaſure, thought 


fit to chain the Preſervation of Ezg/and, and of 


* many other Countries, to the Reſolution of but 


© one Man; when the Laws, Rights, Liberty and 


© Religion of fo many Nations were intruſted by 
Providence to the Inconſtancy of the Waves; 
-< wheneven the Tempeſts ſerved in ſo wonderful a 
manner to advance the Work of our Deliverance ; 
when unbloody V3zQorys executed the Deſigns 
of God's Mercy ; when the Armies of the Wick- 
ed were ſubdued by the Harmony and Union of 
our Minds; when the Deliverer appeared, and 

the Terrors of God ſeized on our Enemies; and 
that now by the miraculous Bleſſing of God on 
the nobleſt and moſt neceſſary Undertaking of 
our Age, England is ſill ſuffered to enjoy her 
Laws, the Church to ſerve God, Queen Anne to 
ſucceed our King, and we to live and breath. 


But is this Chriſtian Hero, He through whom, 
next under God, theſe mighty things were done ; 
He who juſt now governed States, directed Coun- 
cils, headed Armies, gained Victories, and was 
the very Soul of many whole Nations: Is he 
dead? He is dead! He that was thus mighty is 
fallen! Thus hath Sion loſt the faireſt of her Qr- 


> 
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naments, and the moſt precious of her Pillars; 
the Breath of our Nyſtrils, and Him, of whom we 
ſaid, We ſhall reſt under his Shadow ! Now he be- 

ing dead, how ſhall we live? Or how at leaſt 

can we but mourn for him, as Judah and Fer 2 Chron, . 
ſalem did for Jofiah? How can we but bewail, and 35. 24. 
make Lamentation for him, ana mourn many Days, 

as the Jews alſo did for the Warlike Macchabee, 1 Macch. . 
ſaying; How is the waliant Man fallen, that de- 4 20,1. 
livered Iſtael! Let our three Kingdoms then hide 
themſelves: in Sable, to ſhew their inward Grief : 
Let Germany and Holland, with all our neighbour- 
ing Friends, waft themſelves over in Floods of 
Tears, and come and: lament Britannia's Fate: 
Let them bring. their Cypreſs with them, and here 
adorn our Monarch's Herſe. Nay let Aſpiring; 
France and Spain now at length revere his Memo- 
ry, and if they could not but envy him when live- 
ing, yet after-the manner of Men, let them ceaſe 
to envy him now he is dead. 


But is Al of him dead, and have we no room 
for Conſolation, either on his own account or ours? 


His Daſt is indeed returned to the Earth as it Fecleſ. 12. 


mas: But was that corruptible Lump of Matter“ 
the Whole of this Great Man? Surely there was 
in it a more noble Inhabitant, a Divine and 
pure Spirit, which is now removed, and lately 
returned to God that gave: it. For certainly if 
any Man's ever yet were, his Great Name and 
Soul are immortal; and will for ever live in the 
Temple of Memory, and the Regions of Bliſs. 
The. Scripture gives us good ground to . 
that c 
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that He whom God ſo ſignally guided by his Counſel, 
is now received to his Glory; that He, who lived 
not for himſelf, but others, and was 1 
toſſed by Surges and Tempeſts, is now at lengt 
arrived at the Haven of Reſt, and in exchange 
for his corruptible one has now obtained a Crows 
that is incorruptible. And certainly this I may 
venture to pronounce, even from the Judgment 


Cicero in Of a Heathen; nom of a certain, that for all Men, 
Fragment. who have ſaved their Country from Ruin, ſignally 


cui Titulus 


ferved its Intereſts, amplified and bettered the Con- 


Scipionis. dition thereof, there is a determinate Seat allotted * 


in Heaven, where they ſhall enjoy an everlaſting . 
Age of Bliſs. And again, ſays the ſame Hea- 
then; It is 4 piece of Juſtice and Piety to be uſe- 
ful to Parents and Relations; but to be uſeful to 
ones Country, that is the greateſt Juſtice and Piety, 
that is the way to Heaven, How far King Wil- 
liam bore this Character, and may be now ſup- 
_ to ſhare in this Reward, you very well 
KNOW, 


Wherefore, as this minds me to conſider in the 
next place, what further Uſes ſhall we make of 
this Diſpenſation ? Shall we, after natural Affec- 
tion has had its due vent, ſtil] go on to diſſolve 
our ſelves in Tears, which cannot profit either 
him or our ſelves ; which cannot bring him back to 
us, tho we may hereafter go to him. We can- 
not in this caſe lament his Loſs, becauſe for him 
to die was certainly his Gain. Shall we then la- 
ment our own Loſs? This we may indeed do, 
but all in vain: albeit in a ſtrict Senſe, nei- 


ther 


x 
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ther can his Death be termed our Loſs; for had 
D in him? Did God 
Almighty give, und did h 

to us? MWherefore let us not repine that we had 
him no longer; but rather thank God that we 
had him ſo long, and reaped unſpeakable Benefits 
by him. Let us thank God, that he took him 
not from us, till a moſt convenient Juncture, 
when all things concurred to make the Way to 
Majeſty plain for our Gracious Queen: Let us 
thank God, that She by this occaſion is according- 
ly fixed upon the Throne, that in Her we have the 
greateſt Hopes of being Conſiderable abroad, and 
Proſperous at home; of admiring in Her the Vir- 
tues of William, ſtill reviving and increaſing; and 
of ſeeing the Britiſþ Scepter bud forth as it were, 
and flouriſh in her Hand. In this Proſpect then 
may we 2 2 our Tears, rather than by an im- 
portunate ſadneſs ſeem to envy our late King's Hap- 
pineſs, or to allay the teeming. Joys of our pre- 
fent Queen: but rather it will behove us to pay 


our Reſpe& to the One, by bleſſing his Memory, 


and extolling His Worth; and to the 9 re 
joicing at her Welfare, by obey ng Her Com- 
mands, and by praying for Her Safety and Con- 
tinuance amongſt us. Having thus made our 
Submiſſion to God, paid our Devoir to our 
late King, and profeſſed on this occafion our Fi- 
delity to our Queen: let us laftly, in View of this 
Inſtance of Mortality, reflect an Eye back upon 
our ſelves. Seeing it is plain that the Greateſt of 
Men muſt ſubmit to the ſtroke of Death, and 
yield themſelves to this cruel Neceſſty; let us not 
— "Wo imagine 


— 
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not rather lend him 
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imagine that we are ———— | 
mon Fire, But let tis mind us ton a thoſe, | 
Heb. 9. 27. who muſt onct die, and aſter that be judged: et. 
us examine and repent for the paſt, be careful and 
obedient in our ſuture Condudt ; that ſo, when tir 
Ecel. ia. s. Silver Cord is looſed, and the Golden Bowl: broken, 
bc 23-4- whew we walk thro the Vale aud Shadow of Death, 
, 2Tim.4.6. and the . our Departure i at thand, we: 
Phil. 1. 23. may fear no Evil, bat may even deſire, with St. Pawl, 
| to be diſſolved and be — Chriſt, which ir fur let- 
HK ter, When having given up our — with 
1 Chearfulneſs, in Heaven we ſhall reap unſpeak- 
; able 207 and on age our nr Memory w _ KINO 
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